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1.2 Agenda item 3 (Consideration and adoption of amendments to mandatory instruments) 
will be taken up by expanded sessions of the Committee in which States, that are not IMO 
Members but are Contracting Governments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and Parties to the 
1988 Load Lines Protocol are also invited to participate.  A drafting group is expected to be 
established to finalize the text of the amendments to the Convention and the Protocol. 
 
1.3 Member Governments, Contracting Governments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and 
Parties to the 1988 Load Lines Protocol wishing to participate should arrange for the submission 
of the credentials of their representatives not later than the opening of the session.  
The Secretary-General will report on the credentials during the session. 
 
2 Decisions of other IMO bodies 
 
 MSC 85/2* Secretariat 
 MSC 85/2/1* and Add.1*  Secretariat 
 MSC 85/2/2* Secretariat 
 MSC 85/2/3* Secretariat 
 
 The Committee will be informed of any safety- and security-related decisions of: 
 

.1 the fifty-eighth session of the Technical Co-operation Committee (MSC 85/2); 
 
.2 the one hundredth and one hundred and first sessions of the Council (MSC 85/2/1 

and Add.1); 
 
.3 the fifty-eighth session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee  

(MSC 85/2/2); and 
 
.4 the ninety-fourth session of the Legal Committee (MSC 85/2/3),  
 

and will be invited to take action as appropriate. 
 
3 Consideration and adoption of amendments to mandatory instruments 
 
Amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention 
 
 (All Contracting Governments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention are invited to participate) 
 
 MSC 85/3* Secretariat 
 
3.1 The expanded Committee will be invited to consider, for adoption, draft amendments to 
the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended.  
The aforementioned proposed amendments, approved by MSC 83 and MSC 84, are contained in 
annex 1 to document MSC 85/3.  They have been circulated, in accordance with article VIII of 
the 1974 SOLAS Convention, by circular letter No.2876 of 21 May 2008 (annex 1). 
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Amendments to the Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention on Load Lines, 
1966 

 
(All Parties to the Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention on Load 
Lines, 1966 are invited to participate) 
 
MSC 85/3/1* Secretariat 
 

3.2 The expanded Committee will be invited to consider, for adoption, draft amendments to 
the Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention on Load Lines, 1966.  The proposed 
amendments, approved by MSC 83, are contained in the annex to document MSC 85/3/1 and 
have been circulated, in accordance with article VI of the 1988 Load Lines Protocol, 
by circular letter No.2877 of 19 May 2008. 
 
Amendments to the International Code for the Safe Carriage of Packaged Irradiated Nuclear 
Fuel, Plutonium and High-Level Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships (INF Code) 
 

(All Contracting Governments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention are invited to participate) 
 
MSC 85/3* Secretariat 
 

3.3 The expanded Committee will be invited to consider, for adoption, draft amendments to 
the International Code for the Safe Carriage of Packaged Irradiated Nuclear Fuel, Plutonium and 
High-Level Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships (INF Code).  The proposed amendments, 
approved by MSC 84, are contained in annex 2 to document MSC 85/3 and have been circulated, 
in accordance with article VIII of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, by circular letter No.2876 
of 21 May 2008 (annex 2). 
 
Amendments to the International Code of Safety for High-Speed Craft, 2000 (2000 HSC Code) 
 

(All Contracting Governments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention are invited to participate) 
 
MSC 85/3* Secretariat 
 

3.4 The expanded Committee will be invited to consider, for adoption, draft amendments to 
the International Code of Safety for High-Speed Craft, 2000 (2000 HSC Code).  The proposed 
amendments, approved by MSC 84, are contained in annex 3 to document MSC 85/3 and have 
been circulated, in accordance with article VIII of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, 
by circular letter No.2876 of 21 May 2008 (annex 3). 
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Amendments to the International Life-Saving Appliance Code (LSA Code) 
 

(All Contracting Governments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention are invited to participate) 
 
MSC 85/3* Secretariat 
 

3.5 The expanded Committee will be invited to consider, for adoption, draft amendments to 
the International Life-Saving Appliance Code (LSA Code).  The proposed amendments, 
approved by MSC 84, are contained in annex 4 to document MSC 85/3 and have been circulated, 
in accordance with article VIII of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, by circular letter No.2876 
of 21 May 2008 (annex 4). 
 
Amendments to the International Safety Management Code (ISM Code) 
 

(All Contracting Governments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention are invited to participate) 
 
MSC 85/3* Secretariat 
 

3.6 The expanded Committee will be invited to consider, for adoption, draft amendments to 
the International Safety Management Code (ISM Code).  The proposed amendments, approved 
by MSC 84, are contained in annex 5 to document MSC 85/3 and have been circulated, in 
accordance with article VIII of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, by circular letter No.2876 
of 21 May 2008 (annex 5). 
 
Code to be mandatory under the 1974 SOLAS Convention and 1966 Load Lines Convention 
 

MSC 85/3/2* Secretariat 
 
3.7 The Committee will be invited to consider, for adoption, the draft International Code on 
Intact Stability, 2008.  The draft Code approved by MSC 83 is contained in document 
MSC 85/3/2. 
 
Amendments to non-mandatory instruments 
 

MSC 85/3/3 Secretariat 
 

3.8 The Committee will be invited to consider, for adoption, draft amendments to the Revised 
recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances, in conjunction with the adoption of the 
draft amendments to the LSA Code, referred to in paragraph 3.5. 
 
Amendments to SOLAS chapter VI concerning Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) and 
related guidance 
 

MSC 85/3/4* Secretariat 
 
3.9 The Committee will be invited to consider the draft revised SOLAS regulation VI/5-1 and 
other relevant amendments to SOLAS chapter VI; and related Guidance on the provision for 
MSDS when carrying oil, including fuel oil, in accordance with SOLAS regulation VI/5-1, and 
take appropriate action. 
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4 Measures to enhance maritime security 
 
 MSC 85/4* Secretariat 

MSC 85/4/1* Correspondence group 
 MSC 84/4, annex Secretariat 
 MSC 84/4/3 Canada 
 MSC 84/4/4 Austria et al 

 
4.1 The Committee will be invited to consider the report of the correspondence on security 
aspects of the operation of ships which do not fall within the scope of SOLAS chapter XI-2 and 
the ISPS Code re-established by MSC 83 and instructed to report to MSC 85. 
 
4.2 MSC 84, whilst noting the information (MSC 84/4 (Secretariat)) on the Fifth special 
meeting of the United Nations Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee with 
International, Regional and Sub-Regional Organizations and the associated Joint Statement and 
Plan of action invited SOLAS Contracting Governments to review the Plan of Action 
(MSC 84/4, annex) and to submit reports on actions they have taken in relation to, and 
observations on, the activities listed therein as being associated with the Organization, for 
consideration during MSC 85. 
 
4.3 Pursuant to the decisions of MSC 84, the Committee will be invited to consider the 
development of guidance on port facility security audits taking into account the suggestions set 
out in document MSC 84/4/3 (Canada) and any related submissions from SOLAS Contracting 
Governments and international organizations. 
 
4.4 Also pursuant to the decisions of MSC 84, the Committee will be invited to consider the 
proposals and comments on the development of model legislation on maritime security, taking 
into account the suggestions set out in document MSC 84/4/4 (Austria et al) and any related 
submissions from SOLAS Contracting Governments and international organizations. 
 
4.5 The Committee will be invited to consider any other submissions made under this agenda 
item, and will establish, as decided at MSC 84, a Working Group on Maritime Security to advise 
on any relevant matters. 
 
5 Goal-based new ship construction standards 
 

MSC 85/5* Secretariat 
MSC 85/5/1* Co-ordinator of the Pilot Panel 

 
5.1 The Committee will be invited to consider: 
 

.1 with a view to finalization and approval, as agreed at MSC 83, the draft SOLAS 
amendments and related instruments regarding goal-based new ship construction 
standards (GBS); and 

 
.2 the report of the Pilot Panel on the trial application of the Tier III verification 

process of GBS for bulk carriers and oil tankers (MSC 85/5/1), 
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and any relevant submissions regarding goal-based standards by Governments and international 
organizations, and will establish, as decided at MSC 84, a Working Group on Goal-based 
Standards to advise the Committee on any relevant matters. 
 
6 LRIT-related matters 
 

MSC 85/6* Secretariat 
MSC 85/6/1* and Addenda* Ad hoc LRIT Group 
 

6.1 The Committee will be invited to consider the progress made in the continuing work on 
the timely establishment of the long-range identification and tracking system.  The Committee 
will also be invited to consider: 
 

.1 the reports of the intersessional meetings of the ad hoc LRIT Group 
(MSC 85/6/1 and Addenda);  

 
.2 any relevant submissions regarding LRIT-related issues by Governments and 

international organizations, 
 

and will establish, as decided at MSC 84, a Working Group on LRIT-related matters to advise on 
relevant matters. 
 
7 Ship design and equipment 
 
 MSC 85/7 Secretariat 
  DE 51/28 Sub-Committee 
 
7.1 The Committee will be invited to consider matters emanating from the fifty-first session 
of the Sub-Committee not considered by MSC 84 and take action as indicated in paragraph 2 of 
document MSC 85/7.  Action in respect of the Sub-Committee�s work programme will be taken 
under agenda item 23. 
 
7.2 The Committee will also be invited to consider the report of the intersessional Working 
Group on Interpretation of the Definition of Bulk Carrier established by MSC 84 
(see circular letter No.2886) and take appropriate action. 
 
8 Training and watchkeeping 

 
MSC 85/8 Secretariat 
MSC 85/8/1* Secretariat 
 STW 39/12 Sub-Committee 
 

8.1 The Committee will be invited to consider matters emanating from the thirty-ninth 
session of the Sub-Committee not considered by MSC 84 and take action as indicated in 
paragraph 2 of document MSC 85/8.  Action in respect of the Sub-Committee�s work programme 
will be taken under agenda item 23. 
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8.2 The Committee is also expected to receive the Secretary-General�s report called for by 
STCW regulation I/7, paragraph 2, on those STCW Parties whose evaluations have been 
completed; and will be invited to identify Parties found to be giving full and complete effect to 
the provisions of the revised Convention; and to take any subsequent appropriate action.  
The Committee will further receive the Secretary-General�s report for the STCW Parties who 
have communicated their report of independent evaluation pursuant to STCW regulation I/8, 
paragraph 3 and to take any subsequent appropriate action. 
 
8.3 The Committee will be further invited to consider, for approval, any new competent 
persons nominated by Governments (MSC 85/8/1) and take appropriate action. 
 
9 Radiocommunications and search and rescue 
 

MSC 85/9* Secretariat 
 COMSAR 12/15 Sub-Committee 
 

9.1 The Committee will be invited to consider the report of the twelfth session of the 
Sub-Committee and take action as indicated in paragraph 2 of document MSC 85/9.  Action in 
respect of the Sub-Committee�s work programme will be taken under agenda item 23. 
 
10 Flag State implementation 
 

MSC 85/10* Secretariat 
 FSI 16/18* Sub-Committee 
 

10. 1 The Committee will be invited to consider the report of the sixteenth session of the 
Sub-Committee and take action as indicated in paragraph 2 of document MSC 85/10.  Action in 
respect of the Sub-Committee�s work programme will be taken under agenda item 23. 
 
11 Safety of navigation 
 

MSC 85/11* Secretariat 
 NAV 54/25* Sub-Committee 
 

11. 1 The Committee will be invited to consider the report of the fifty-fourth session of the 
Sub-Committee and take action as indicated in paragraph 2 of document MSC 85/11.  Action in 
respect of the Sub-Committee�s work programme will be taken under agenda item 23. 
 
12 Stability, load lines and fishing vessel safety 
 

MSC 85/12* Secretariat 
 SLF 51/17* Sub-Committee 

 
12. 1 The Committee will be invited to consider the report of the fifty-first session of the 
Sub-Committee and take action as indicated in paragraph 2 of document MSC 85/12.  Action in 
respect of the Sub-Committee�s work programme will be taken under agenda item 23. 
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13 Dangerous goods, solid cargoes and containers 
 

MSC 85/13* Secretariat 
 DSC 13/20* Sub-Committee 
 

13.1 The Committee will be invited to consider urgent matters emanating from the thirteenth 
session of the Sub-Committee and take action as indicated in paragraph 2 of document 
MSC 85/13.  Action in respect of the Sub-Committee�s work programme will be taken under 
agenda item 23. 
 
14 Technical assistance sub-programme in maritime safety and security 
 

MSC 85/14* Secretariat 
MSC 85/14/1* Secretariat 
MSC 85/14/2* Secretariat 
 

14.1 The Committee will be informed of: 
 

.1 developments concerning safety- and security-related technical co-operation 
activities of the Organization�s Integrated Technical Co-operation Programme and 
any relevant future projects planned (MSC 85/14); 

 
.2 technical co-operation in the domestic ferry safety pilot project (MSC 85/14/1); 

and 
 
.3 developments in the IMO model course programme (MSC 85/14/2), 
 

and any other TC-related matters the Secretariat will bring to its attention, and will be invited to 
take action as appropriate. 
 
15 Capacity-building for the implementation of new measures 

 

MSC 85/15* Secretariat 
MSC 85/15/1* Correspondence group 

 
15.1 The Committee will be invited to consider: 
 
 .1 the report of the Correspondence Group on the review of draft amendments on 

capacity-building to the Committees� Guidelines and their implementation 
(MSC 85/15/1); and 

 
 .2 any relevant submissions by Governments and international organizations, 

regarding capacity-building-related issues. 
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16 Role of the human element 
 
 The Committee will be invited to consider any relevant submissions by Governments and 
international organizations, regarding human element-related issues and to take action as 
appropriate. 
 
17 Formal safety assessment 
 
 MSC 85/17* Secretariat 
  MSC 85/2/2* Secretariat 
 
17.1 The Committee will be informed of the outcome of MEPC 58 (MSC 85/2/2) on the item 
and will be invited to consider any relevant submissions by Governments and international 
organizations regarding formal safety assessment-related matters and take action as appropriate. 
 
18 Piracy and armed robbery against ships 
 

MSC 85/18* Secretariat 
MSC 85/18/1* Correspondence group 
 

18.1 Pursuant to the Committee�s decisions at its sixty-fifth and sixth-sixth sessions, reports on 
piracy and armed robbery against ships received thereafter are circulated as MSC circulars on a 
monthly, quarterly and annual basis.  Based on such reports, the Committee will be invited to 
consider reports (MSC 85/18) on acts of piracy and armed robbery against ships reported to the 
Organization since the Committee�s eighty-fourth session, together with a regional analysis and 
such other relevant information as may be provided, including information on action taken by 
coastal States; and to take action as appropriate. 
 
18.2 The Committee will further be invited to consider: 
 

.1 developments, if any, concerning technical assistance provided to countries under 
the Organization�s anti-piracy project; and 

 
.2 the report of the Correspondence Group on the review and updating 

of MSC/Circ.622/Rev.1, MSC/Circ.623/Rev.3 and resolution A.922(22) 
(MSC 85/18/1). 

 
19 General cargo ship safety 
 

MSC 85/19* Secretariat 
 

19.1 The Committee will be invited to consider any relevant submissions by Governments and 
international organizations on the item and take action as appropriate. 
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20 Implementation of instruments and related matters 
 

MSC 85/20* Secretariat 
 

20.1 The Committee will be invited to note information to be provided by the Secretariat on 
the status of conventions and other mandatory safety- and security-related instruments and take 
appropriate action on any relevant issues which may be brought to its attention. 
 
20.2 The Committee will also be invited to review the outcome of the consideration of the 
comprehensive list of codes, recommendations, guidelines and other non-mandatory instruments 
by Sub-Committees, and decide as appropriate. 
 
21 Relations with other organizations 
 

MSC 85/21* Secretariat 
MSC 85/21/1* and Add.1* Secretariat 
 

21.1 The Committee will be informed of: 
 

.1 decisions taken by the Council at its one hundredth and one hundred and first 
sessions relating to applications for granting consultative status to interested 
international non-governmental organizations (MSC 85/21); 

 
.2 the outcome of United Nations inter-agency meetings on the treatment of persons 

rescued at sea (MSC 85/21/1); and 
 
.3 matters of significance concerning relations with other organizations, which are 

relevant to the work of the Committee. 
 
22 Application of the Committeeís Guidelines 
 

MSC 85/22* Secretariat 
 

22.1 The Committee will be invited to consider any relevant submissions by Governments 
made under this agenda item, and take appropriate action. 
 
23 Work programme 
 

MSC 85/23* and addenda* Secretariat 
 

23.1 The Committee will be invited to consider: 
 
.1 the work programmes of the sub-committees and provisional agendas for their 

forthcoming sessions, on the basis of recommendations and proposals made by the 
sub-committees (MSC 85/23 and addenda) and Member Governments and 
international organizations; and 
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.2 the approval of such intersessional meetings as may be proposed, 
 

and will be informed of the date of its next session. 
 
24 Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for 2009 
 
 The Committee will be invited to elect its Chairman and Vice-Chairman for 2009. 
 
25 Any other business 
 

MSC 85/25* Secretariat 
 
The Committee will be invited to consider: 
 
.1 information on developments on GISIS (MSC 85/25); and 
 
.2 any submissions which may be received under this agenda item, 
 

and take appropriate action. 
 
26 Consideration of the report of the Committee on its 85th session 
 
 The draft report will be prepared by the Secretariat for consideration and adoption by the 
Committee. 
 
 

***
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ANNEX 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 
 

Date Item Working and 
drafting groups*

Wednesday, 26 November  Opening of the session  
1 Agenda; credentials 
2 Decisions of other IMO bodies 
5 Goal-based new ship construction standards 
4 Measures to enhance maritime security  
18 Piracy and armed robbery against ships 
 (report of the correspondence group only) 
6 LRIT-related matters 

 
 
 

WG1 
WG2 
WG2 

 
WG3 

Thursday, 27 November 3 Amendments to mandatory instruments  
23 Work programme (new work programme 

items only)  

DG1 
WGs 

Friday, 28 November 7 Ship design and equipment 
8 Training and watchkeeping 
9 Radiocommunications and search and rescue 
10 Flag State implementation 

WGs and DGs 

Monday, 1 December 11 Safety of navigation 
12 Stability, load lines and fishing vessel safety 
13 Dangerous goods, solid cargoes and 

containers 
14 Technical assistance  
15 Capacity-building for the implementation of 

new measures 
16 Role of the human element  

WGs and DGs 

Tuesday, 2 December 17 Formal safety assessment 
18 Piracy and armed robbery against ships 
 (other matters) 
19 General cargo ship safety  
20 Implementation of instruments and related 

matters 
21 Relations with other organizations 

WGs and DGs 

Wednesday, 3 December 22 Application of the Committee�s Guidelines 
23 Work programme (remaining part of item) 
25 Any other business 

WGs and DGs 

Thursday, 4 December 24 Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
for 2009 

� Reports of working and drafting groups 
� Adoption of amendments 

 

Friday, 5 December 26 Report of the Committee on its 85th session  
___________ 

                                                 
* WG1 Working Group on Goal-Based Standards. 
 WG2 Working Group on Maritime Security. 
 WG3 Working Group on LRIT-related Matters. 
 DG1 Drafting Group on Amendments to Mandatory Instruments. 
 


